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DARWIN’S JOURNAL 

Edited by Sir GAVIN de BEER, F.R.S., F.S.A. 

In his Autobiography} Darwin referred to a little diary, which I have always 
kept ”, in which he recorded the work on which he was engaged, the time which he 
took in completing each of his researches, the books in which they were described, 
and his movements from place to place. The document itself was headed ” Journal 
Francis Darwin also referred* to his father’s ” Diary or Pocket-book” as having 
been of great help to him in writing and compiling the Life and Letters. He added 
that ” it was unfortunately written with great brevity, the history of a year being 
compressed into a page or less, and contains little more than the dates of the 
principle events of his life, together with entries as to his work, and as to the duration 
of his more serious illnesses 

Some important quotations have been published* from the Journal, such as the 
famous entry under the date 1837 : ” In Jidy opened first note book on ‘ trans- 
mutation of species Had been greatly struck from about month of previous 
March on character of South American fossils, and species on Galapagos Archipelago. 
These facts origin (especially latter) of all my views ”. 

The chronological framework which the Journal provides of Darwin’s life is of 
such interest as to deserve publication, and by the courtesy of Sir Charles Darwin, 
K.B.E., F.R.S. and of the Syndics of the Cambridge University Library, and with 
the kind help of the Librarian, Mr. H. R. Creswick, M.A., it is printed below. 

The manuscript* which has been used for transcription is not Darwin’s autograph, 
but a copy made in a fair hand by a copyist who obviously had considerable difficulty 
in deciphering Darwin’s handwriting. In numerous places there are corrections 
and indications of omissions in pencil in a hand which is presumably that of Francis 
Darwin. In some places there are duplications and chronological inversions 
(rationalized in the present transcription), but these occur mostly in the earlier 
part of the Journal and may have been made in the original autograph manuscript 
by Darwin himself if, as appears to be the case, the earlier entries were reconstructed 
from notes and memory at a later date which was probably August 1838 because 
that date is given at the head of the document, and it is also the date of an auto- 
biographical fragment* covering his life up till 1838. That was about the time 

‘ The Autobiography oj Charles Darwin, edited by Nora Barlow, London 1958, p. :i6. (Abbreviated 







when he determined to propose marriage’ to his cousin Emma Wedgwood ; and his 
balance-sheet of the advantages and disadvantages of the married state, which 
forms one of the most fascinating subjects which Lady Barlow has added to her 
Edition of the Autobiography, shows how his methodical mind ran to putting things 

There is also clear evidence of subsequent insertion into earlier entries, as in the 
case of Darwin’s paper on Flustra, referred to in the winter of 1826-27 when it 
was delivered, but which Darwin inserted in 1873 from a footnote published in 
Nature in that year. 

From the year 1846 onwards the entries in the Journal are in two columns. The 
left hand column is clearly designed for entries relating to scientific work, while 
the right hand column is devoted to personal matters such as journeys to stay with 
friends or at hydropathic establishments, and dates of birth and death of children 
and relations. Occasionally, however, the distinction breaks down, as when the 
length of the period of his illnesses intrudes on the scientific record to justify the 
time spent on various subjects of research and books. 

There is always an element of indiscretion in perusing a document which was 
never meant by its author for publication, but this one is of such value in throwing 
light on Darwin’s life time-table that it is itself of scientific interest, and, as such, 
its study by others would not have been frowned on by him. It is presented as a 
contribution towards the celebration of the centenary of the publication of the book 
which, as Darwin himself recognized,* was the chief work of his life : On the Origin 
of Species by means of Natural Selection, 1859. 
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Midsummer. Went to Dr Butlers’ School. 
September. Ill with Scarlet Fever. 
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October-November preparing scheme of Zoology of Voyage of Beagle,' commenced 
Geology* & finished proofs of Journal — Paper on Worms forming mould.® 

1838. Jan. 17“’ I finished my account of the Geology of the Galapagos Arch : & of Ascension. 

March — Part. Mammalia in Zoology.' Paper on earthqualres* for Geolog. Soc : 

April. Part. Birds for Zoology, Much time thus lost. 

16*'' Began Geolog ; Cape of Good Hope. King George Sound, Sydney. 

May !•' Unwell, working at Geolog; as named and " species ". 

10''* Went to Cambridge for 4 days. 

., i5**> Began Geolog ; of Hobart Town & New Zealand, 

.. 22”“ Began Geolog : of S' Jago. Cape de Verdes, 

June (Beginning), Preparing ist part of Birds. S' Jago Geology some little species 

June 2'3"* Started in Steam Boat for Edinburgli (one day Salisbury Craigs).' Spent 
eight good days in Glen Roy returned by sea through Greenock, & Liverpool. Slept at 
Overton & reached Shrewsbury July 13'“. Very idle at Shrewsbury, some notes from my 
Fatlier. Opened note book connected with metaphysical enquiries. 

Sept. 6'“ Finished paper on Glen Roy* one of the most difficult & instructive tasks I 

October 5*’' Began Coral Paper* requires much reading. 

.. af'J' Went to Windsor for two days rest, glorious weather, delightlul. 

October 27"' Preface & Addenda on Theory of Erratic Blocks* to Journal. 

November g'" Started for Maer, 









i 855' March & April 






185C. May^ Bej,'<iu by Lycll’s advice 

1857. Jan. 2<3‘“ rinisli«l CI1. 4. Var: 
Marchs''' Fin''Ch, 5. Struggle lor 



Marcli 3i*‘ 
Sept' 29'“ 






Sep lo*" Started for Glasgow, 

witli Rniina ig‘>> return sleeping in 
Carlisle & reaching Slirewsbury on 20"' 

1H56, 'sept^i_lth Leith Hill returned 



May Did me astonishing good. 
30“' Ktty there. 
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May i7>» Birds— Sexual Selection, 
UeC 261“ jriftli ICdilion of Origin 
Edit, of 2000 Copies. 

i86q. Feb. io‘“ Finished Edit of 
Origin^ lias taken mo 46 days. 

Feb, u‘“ Sexual Selection of Mam. 
male & Man & T’reliminar)' Chajjter on 
sexual Selection (with 10 days for 
notes on Orchids) to June Jo‘“ when I 

all chapters on Sexual Selection. 

1870. 1 find Murray has printed <>000 

Colburn® 1500 = 10,500 copies. 

The whole of the year at work on 
the Descent of Man & Selection in 

Went”* to press Aug‘ ^30 & finished 
last proof. 

187:. I began “ Descent of Man & S. 
Selection " on Feb^ 4^ 1868. & I have 
now Jan 15'“ corrected last sheet ; so 

5‘" Edit, of Origin took up 46 days <k 
notes on Orchids 10 days : & health 

Descent of Man publUhed Feb, 241“. 
At first 2500 copies printed & 2000 
reprinted. Received 1470^. 







Barmouth sleeping at Shrewsbur; 
Returned July 31“ having slept £ 







[OURNAL 






DARWIN'S JOURNAL 



1878. The whole of this last y 






Barlaston' Home Aug‘ : 













